INTRODUCTION
Some selected wild plants are used by tribal and rural people for curing human ailments. During our routine botanical plant collection tours, especially for our studies on the sacred groves, we collected data on folk medicines from some plants used in local medicine. These records are based on interviews with elderly persons and consist of information which has been traditionally passed down from generation to generation. It is needless to say that such information require verification through experimental work and clinical investigation in order to ascertain and establish their utility and efficacy in therapeutics. This paper presents data on 34 wild medicinal plants collected from the forest areas of the Kolhapur District since 1980.
For many centuries, the tribal community had a traditionally self-managed system of folk medicine and primary health care mainly based on herbal remedies. This system has certain relevance to the great traditional science of Ayurveda, People living in the rural communities still depend on the knowledge of local 'Vaidu' or 'Bhagat' for primary health care. These local Doctors use seasonally available local flora and fauna for healing human illness. They collect the herbal material available in hilly areas and store it in the form of dried twigs or fruits Sincere efforts should be made to train these tribal communities in procuring proper and genuine plant material and in using it as drugs with due care and thorough understanding.
Medicos with University degrees are also urged to take keen interest in the knowledge and use of appropriate folk medicine in rural areas before its extinction. Sacred -groves, which are forest preserved on the religious grounds (locally known as Deo -rai), are well -known for their rich flora and fauna. It has also been observed that these spots are famous for good growth of medicinal plants. Loca 'Vaidu' proudly refers these sacredgroves as God's dispensaries (Gadgil & Vartak 1981; Vartak 1982 4. Narkya, Amruta, Ghanera : Nothapodytes foetida (Wt.) Sleumer (Icacinaceae). Root of this plant is used for dog poison. The root is made in to suspension along with the water and applied on a bite. It is also taken internally for three days.
Rukhalu : Remusatia vivipara Schott.
(Araceae) Root is externally used for snake bite.
6. Kirmira : Glycosmis pentaphylla Corr.
(Rutaceae) Leaves of this plant is used for the mouse bite. The leaf juice is given with pepper and garlic.
